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- J. Pierre Paquet Sr. of Angers, France . . . cee . fo EAR Bem ate NN 
m. Martha Coular | 
A. Pierre Paquet Jr. d. at Santo Domingo (Owned part of Cat Island) 


me. Magelaine Pany Baudran. ° m. Aug. 26, 1726(Parents Indian girl & Jean Baptist 
Baudrau dit Graveline 
1. Marie Martha b. May 4, 1735 (Mobile Gath. ) died after 1814 
_m.(1) Michel Btargary (or Gareret) m. in the 1750ts (s. of Gillette Gautier 
Pierre Dfarga 
“1. Marie b. Dec. 20, 1758 
; m. Jean Ryan in 1786 Aug. 11 (sz. of Daniel yes & ‘webaicrtte Botler 


(Botter) 
. Re Martha om. dune 15, 1781 
os Me ‘Louis Farard of Deer Island (s. ‘of Pedro Fayard & Francisca 
. Brousseau) 
3. Nicolas b. July 12, 1752 (not correct-shoud be = Jean 


Faillard & Fran--- Fisseat 
4. Jean Baptiste b. July 11, 1754 


5, Michel b. Aug. 26, 1756 
_. 6. Pierre Bap. May 19, 1762 
m, (2) Jacob Henkel (Hingle) m. May 4, 1769 of Westerheim, Germany 
2 (s, of Christian Hankel & Appoline Shaltre 
1. Peter Jacques b. Nov, 1, 1769 
2. Francoise Bap. Mar. 30, 1772 


3. Theresa be Febe 28, 1774 
m. Francois Fonteneau me. Feb. 12, 1793 
2. Marianne Bap. Apr. 25, 1748 6 yrs. old 
ae m. Nicolas Ladnier of cat Island 
oe _ 2. Joseph 


2. Jean Baptiste 
3. Francois Bap. Jme 22, 1746 3 yrs. old 
4. Magdeleine 


I. Gilette Gautier of Rennes, France 


', me(1) Mr. Felot 
1. Joreph Felot 


Re Theresa Felot ‘ 
m. (2) Pierre Btargarly of Rennes, France ~ Sheriff of N.O, 1720-30- de 3-17-1735 
(m. 1-29-1720 at age 27) age 43 
1. Michel Bapt. Bein es. . 
me Marie Martha Paquet 
2. Pierre Bapt, Gn81733 


36 Praneote aabnielis 
me Nicolas Maret 


(From N.O. Genesis - VOL. XXI July 1982 - No. 83) 
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A LADY 
Marie Martha Paquet 


UNDAUNTED 


Submited by Brother Jerome Lepré, 5. C, 


One of the most colorful characters in the 
early history of the Louisiana Colony, founded by 
the LeMoyne brothers, fberville and Bienville, was 
a lady named Marie Martha PAQUET. Her activities 
in the colony were recorded in the humble parish 
church of New Orleans, which is now the beautifu! 
St. Lovis Cathedral, in the archives of the diocese 
of Mobile, Alabama, and in the records of the 
French Superior Council of the Louisiana Colony. 
From these sources can be pieced together a 
vignette of the life of an individual who contributed 
considerably fo the settlement of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast through her many descendants, Apparently an 
educated woman, she was not one fo "let grass grow 
under her feet." She was industrious, strong willed, 
dynamic and prolific in progeny. In this last regard, 
it is noteworthy that through her daughters, Marie, 
who married Jean Ryan in 1786, and Martha, who 
married Louis Fa jardin 1781, her lifeblood courses 
today oa TeThs of so many Gulf Coast 
residents. ; 


Martha, as she shall be called from now on, 
was born in Mobile, Alabama, on May 4, 1735, as 
described in the following entry from the Mobile 
Cathedral Archives, Book 1, p, 113-a: 


On April 5, 1736, 1, a Capuchin 
Missionary Apostolic Priest, performing 
the function of Cure at Fort Conde of 
Mobile, Vicar General of Monsignor, 
the Bishop of Quebec, have baptized 
with the ordinary ceremonies of baptism 
Marie Marthe, born on May 4, 1735, of 
the [@gitimate marriage of Pierre Paquet, 
resident. of LaBaye, and Magdelaine, the 
natural daughter of Sieur Bodrgud dit 
Graveline, her father and mother. She 

ad for godparents Siegp Bodraud dit 
Graveline and Marthé"Baulot, Proxy 
godparents were Robert Falon and Marie~ 
Anne Grisse who gave her the name Marie 
Marthe, In faith of which | have signed 
with the proxy godfather the day and year 
as above. 


Pd 


Father Matthias, Vicar General 


Martha's parents, Pierre and Magdeleine ¥ 
were from the Mobile area. Pierre's father, Pierre, 
Sr,, was a tailor from Angers, France,' Little can 
be found about his wife, Martha Coular, It could be 
that she also was from France, It is also possible that 
her name could have been CouiHard from Canada, 
The pronunciation is quife similar, but of her origin 
we can only speculate at this time. 
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Magdeleine, Martha's mother, is infroduced to us in 
the document recounting her marriage to Pierre, Jr., on 
August 26, 1726, The English translation of the marriage 
follows: 


Marriage of Pierre Paquet and Magdelaine Baudrau 
August 26, 1726 Sa aaa 


On August 26, 1726, after having published 
one bann and having given dispensation for the 
two additional banns, between Pierre Paquet, son 
of the deceased Pierre Paguet and Martha Couler, 
resident of Fort Conde at Mobile, and Magdeleine, 
the natural daughter of Jean Baptiste Baudrau dit — 
Graveline, resident on the Pascagoula River, be 
longing 8 this parish, and an Indian, !, a Capuchin 
Apostolic Missionary Priest, in my function as 
Pastor of Mobile, in the Province of Louisiana, 
have veiled and received their mutual consent and 
have given them the nuptial blessing in the home 
of the said Baudrau dit Grewetine, and was 
brought there for this purpose. In the presence of 
the undersigned witnesses, with me they made 
their mark, 


Signed: Father Matthias, Capuchin 
Bigorny 
Etienne Fievre 


4Rene Labourdin 
+Michel Paquet (uncle) 


Marriage Book 1, p, 6 
Diocese of Mobile 


There are those who explain the term "indienne" as 
a resident native of the islands of the Caribbean Sea and 
the word "sauvagesse" as an indian of the present-day 
United States. The word in the document is “indienne.” 
The English translation is "indian," feminine. It is 
assumed here that the mother of Magdeleine, then, was 
an Indian, There is no indication whatever as to her 
origin. Magdeleine, the child, on the other hand, is 
described as the “natural daughter," a daughter born out 
of wedlock to Jean Baptiste Baudray dit Graveline and ©: 
the Indian. [fifBFesumed here ThaF Tor lack of supporting 
evidence to the contrary, that Magdeleine's mother was 
an Indian, as we understand the term in the United States “: 
Her father, Jean Baptiste Baudrau, was from Canada, one 
of those’ who came to Biloxi on the Renomme in 1700. 
He was a planter, a businessman, a traveller anda family 
man of considerable holdings. His plantation was on the 
western shore of present day Jackson County, Mississippi, 
on the Gulf of Mexico. 


The Indian connection in the PAQUET family and 
their descendants is still a source of strong, animated 
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discussion among descendants of Martha and her sister, 
Marianne, This connection and its many ramifications 
have been explained in another article by the author in 
the November, 1980, issue of the Journal of Mississippi 
History, Vol. XL, No. 4, pp. 362-376, entitled "Fhe 
Indiatv Connection Among Gulf Coast Families..." 


The family of Pierre and Magdeleine had tis 
beginning on "LaBaye” at Mobile, Alabama. in addition 
to Martha, several other children were born of this mar- 
riage: Francois, Marianne and Magdeleine. 


On June 22, 1746, I, a Capuchin priest, 
have baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of 
the Church Francois, three years old, the son 
of Joseph Paquet and Magdelaine Beaudrot, 
married by shaking hands in front of the church. 
Godparents were Francois Deuplanty and 


Magdelaine Brazilier, his wife. In faith of 
which | have signed the day and year as above, 


Baptismal Book Il, p. 63 (1744-1753) 
Father Dagobert 


On April 25, 1748, 1, the Capuchin 
Superior of the mission of the same Order, 
baptized with the ceremonies of the Church 
Marie Anne, six years of age, the legitimate 
daughter of Pierre Paquet and Magdelaine, of 
Indian and white parent, her mofherand father. 
Godparents for Marie Anne ar.e Louis Brusillier 
and Marijeanne Lorraine, who have signed. In 
faith of which | have signed on the day and 
year as above, 


/sf Chenet 
+ mark of Anne Lorraine 
Baptism Book II, p. 123 


/s/ F. Charles, 
Superior 


There could have been other children but records of only 
the above have been found. Two of these, Martha and 
Marianne, figure prominently in Gulf Coast history. 


Martha's parents apparently moved back and forth 
from Mobile to New Orleans, Pierre had purchased a 
parcel of land on the Mississippi River from a free Negro 
named Jean Baptiste before 1731 and the family is shown 
as residents there in that year ,2 Pierre, as will be seen, 
also owned a part of Cat Island, an island in the Missis~ 
sippi Sound several miles off the Gulf Coast from Gulfport, 
Mississippi. 


Martha's father must have become involved in 
business dealings in Santo Domingo during the 1730's or 
1740's. No exact date for this can be arrived at, but 
later references to the Santo Domingo association will be 
seen further into this account. 


In Martha's case there must have been a definite 
stay in New Orleans during the 1740's. Her grand uncle, 
Michel PAQUET, lived in New Orleans and, with 
business preoccupying Pierre, it was logical that the girl 
should be near his father's brother. Nothing is mentioned 
about Magdeleine, her mother, She could have died by 
this time, but this is only speculation, However, even in 
those days legal steps had fo be taken in order for the girl 
to be properly cared for. So in conformity with the law, 
the business of assignment of a tutor and caretaker (foster- 
parent) was accomplished at a meeting on March 19, 1748, 
The following account is a translation of a document, 
germane to the present subject, found Methe minutes of 
the Superior Council of Louisiana. Some sections of the 
document were difficult to decipher but enough ts clearly 
legible to give what seems to be the sense of those sections. 


On March 19, 1748, before Mr. Nicolas 
Chauvin de la Freniere of the Superior Council 
OF Louisiana, who functions as the Procurator 
General of the King and who appeared before 
the King's Council, we are told that in virtue 
of an ordinance, Mr. Lenormand, Sheriff, was 
given by the director and judge of this country, 

a writ under the date of March 16 which served 
notice of summons on the same day for the fol- 
lowing to appear in court: Michel Paquet, Jean 
Baptiste Boudreay Grayeline , Francois Chamilly, 
ouis Langlois, Jaures; Chantalou and Champeron, 
Mr. Paquet is the paternal uncle of Marthe Paquet 
(daughter of minor age of Pierre Paquet an 
Magdelaine Pany, her parents); the others, friends 
or distant relatives of the girl. They assembled in 
order to give their guidance in the selection of a 
tutor for the child and also to select a suitable 
person fo be a guardian of everything belonging 
to her. The group debated among themselves who 
would be best for this fob: Paquet, Graveline 
Chamilly, Langlois, Chantalou and Jaures. 
Having appeared before the Court they swore to 
name one who would be a good and faithful 
friend to take of this child's necessities. They 
made known their choice, after deliberation, and 
the Procurator General reported to the parents and 
friends and said that justice would be done for the 
child, The group named as tutor for the girl, her 
uncle Miche! Paquet, as guardian, Chantalou 
becau is valities. Mr. Chantalou 
named as under-tutor, Mr. Chamilly. The others, 
Chaperon, Jaures and Langlois declined the job 
because they could not write. They made their 
marks, 


/s/ Paquet, Chamilly, Chantalou, Baudrau, Ragez 
For the above, I, as the undersigned judge, 
say that what has been decided, namely that Mr. 
Michel Paquet, uncle of the minor, Marthe Paquet, 
will be and will live as her tutor and govern her 
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in this year of 1733 and the eighth of 
September 1, the undersigned Apostolic Capuchin 
Missionary priest of New Orleans baptized with 
the ordinary ceremonies of the Church PIERRE 
DARGARAY , legitimate son of PIERRE DARGARAY 
and COLETTE GAUTIER, his father and mother . 
The godfather being Sigur JOSEPH BLANPAIN, 
and the godmother being MAGDELAINE RICHARD 
who have signed with me the above day and yedr? 


_ as given. 
/s/F. Pierre, Pre., Cap. Miss. Apost. 
/s/ Darguery /s/ Blanpain 


St. Lovis Cathedral Book of 
Baptisms | (1731-1733), p. 44 


Baptism of Michel Jacques Dargare, February 12, 
1728: 

“Record of Infants Baptized in the Parish 
of New Orleans During the Year 1728.” (certi- 
fied on April 24, 1729, by Father Raphael, 
Capuchin, Vicar General. Paper drawn up by 
Mrs. Alice Forsyth from the Paris Archives with 
the aid of Mrs. Meunier, Director of Les Archives 
Outre~Mer, a copy of which is in the hands of 
the author .) 


When Francoise Gabrielle is married to 
Nicolas Maret, she is named as the daughier of 
the deceased Pierre Gargaret and Gilette 


soutien (Document 3721, Louisiana State 
Museum Records .) 


Sometime during the 1720's the couple moved to New 
Orleans and, no doubt, with help from friends, Pierre be-- 
came the sheriff of the city, which job in those days was 
quite similar to that of sheriff today: serving summonses , 
arresting law breakers, etc. His untimely death came on 
March 17, 1736, at forty-three years of age. The account 
of his death and the inventory of his effects, as wel! as the 
part played by Martha's future mother-in-law, Gilette 
Gautier, are recounted in the following translation of the 
minutes of the Superior Council of Louisiana dated March 17, 
1736. (Louisiana State Museum) 


On March 17, 1736, at 9:00 a.m., it was 
made known to us by request of the Governor 
General of the King, in the Superior Council of the 
Province of Lovisiana, that Mr. Pierre Dargarey, 
porter of the prison of New Orleans, had died. I, 
Louis Joseph Bizoton, sub-delegate of Mr. de 
Salmon, first judge in the Superior Council, was 
taken to the house belonging to the deceased, 
entered and saw the-corpse of Mr. Dargarey on a 
cot, without having found Gilette Gautier, his wife. 
She afterwards made an oath that she had changed 
nothing, had nothing changed, and had no knowledge 
that anything had been changed in the effects be- 
longing to their community property. The effects 
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were then listed to avoid expense and then 
the group proceeded to the description and 
inventory of the effects in the usual way. 
After which Gilette Gautier stated that she 
had three children for Mr. Dargarey - no 
names given. ; 


First on our entering the house we 
found 

1) a pair of small socks 

2) one frying pan of cast iron and one old 
copper... .of twelve pounds value 

3) three worn yellow copper kettles esti- 
mated at 24 pounds value 

4) a worn table service in which there is 
a trace of six plates worth 15 pounds 

5) a worn dresser and an armoire , where 
thefe are 8 earthenware plates, and 
eight glass bottles estimated all togethei 
including the dresser, in the sum of 20 
pounds. 

6) a worn cypress table estimated at four 
pounds value 

7) another table on four wooden cypress 
legs with two benches around it, esti~ 
mated in the sum of 5 pounds. 

8) a base of an armoire with key=locking, 
estimated in the sum of 10 ~ 12 pounds 

9) two yellow copper warmers (bed warmer 
estimated at 20 pounds 

10) six old blouses (shirts?) hardly of any 
value - 6 pounds 

11) one bed of no value 

12) six bed sheets with a dozen face towels 
and three table cloths, all very old. TI 
whole lot is estimated in the sum of 35 
pounds . 

13) a house of earth-covered posts veneere 
with ordinary mud, estimated in the sun 
of 800 pounds 

14) one negress and her child of 15 months 
estimated in the sum of 700 pounds. 


A marriage settlement between the ¢ 
ceased Mr, Dargarey and Madame Gilette 
Gautier, his wife, held at Tchoupitoulas, 
before Reverend Father Raphael, Superior 
the Capuchin Fathers of this City, on Jan 
29, 1720, held that were no other effects 
longing to Madame Gautier's Succession, 
we ended the said inventory and placed tt 
effects in the hands of Madame Gilette G 
tier to allow her to be represented howeve 
and whenever she would be summoned. 
/s/ Fleureau 
/s/ Bizoton 
/s/ Henri /s/ Gilette Gautier 

We went fo the prison of New Orle: 
accompanied by Madame Dargarey, widoy 
and found: 
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person, and that Mr. Chantalou will be her 
guardian and under-tutor and that these men 
have voluntarily accepted their charges, 
each on his own, promising to do his duty. 
This is to be promulgated before parents and 
friends. For this we sign on the day, month 
and year as above. 

/s/ Chantalou, Paquet, Ragues, Lafreniere. 


Louisiana State Museum Record March 19, 1748. 


It is apparent from the foregoing document that 
Martha was given the opportunity of obtaining some sort 
of education. {tf must be remembered that New Orleans 
was really not more than a fledgling town; nevertheless, 
the inhabitants wanted their children to be educated, 
The Ursulines were performing such services for some of 
the children, but Martha's tutor "in all things” was her 
grand uncle, Michel PAQUET. 

patie rae 


The foregoing document is a somewhat curious 
one, in that only Martha is appointed a tutor, There 
is question as to what happened to Francois, Magdeleine. 
and Marianne. Francois and Magdeleine seem to land 
in obscurity. Marianne eventually marries Nicolas 
Ladner of Cat Island and becomes mother to a host of 


children, ancestors of many of today's Gulf Coastians : 


Martha's ltfe from 1748 until her marriage was 
probably that of a young lady learning the graces of 
feminity, as well as the three R's, She did eventually 
make the acquaintance of Michel Dargaray, sometimes 
recorded as Gargaret, whose family, like her own, were 
original settlers in the Colony.” Michel's father was 
sheriff of the town of New Orleans during the 1720's and 
1730's, so Martha was marrying into a fairly well known 
family .9 


Pierre Dargaray, Michel's father, tried his hand at 
organizing a plantation but was not successful .° Giving 
up ideas of planation grandeur and glory, he fook a job 
at the Concession of Mr, de Rolli at the Chapitoulas, up 
the river from New Orleans. Pierre was from Rennes, 


France, and, while working for de Rolli, became acquaint - 


ed with Gilette Gautier, widow of Mr. Felot, who was 
also from Rennes Gnd employed at the same ConceS#ion, 
Their association became serious, and the marriage agree - 
ment between them was written by Father Raphael, a 
Capuchin priest, of the locality and the account follows 
in translation from the French. 


On January 29, 1720, there appeared 
before us, a Capuchin Priest, Pastor in New 
Orleans and Vicar General of the Bishop of 
Quebec and the undersigned witnesses, Pierre 
D'Argaray, twenty-seven years of age, employed 
at the Concession of Mr. de Rolli, at the Chapi- 
toulas, native of Rennes in Brittany, on one part, 
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Concession, These two desire to contract 
marriage together in the Church, 


They declared and do declare to be 
agreed and to agrée to the following points: 
The same Pierre D'Argaray recognizes that 
there is due to the two children of the said 
deceased Mr. Felot, and Gilette Gautier, 

qutiel 
in the value of two thousand dollars in 
ooveeeeoees nd furniture that presently 
exists, that these be pledged to be given to 
them in kind or in value at the time the said 
children, Joseph and Therese Felot, are at 
their majority or if they will be required by 
justice; Secondly, that he institute a residual 
inheritance in all the goods of Gilette 
Gautier in case he is taken by death before 
her and that he die without heirs issuing from 
their marriage; 


Thirdly, in case he leaves children 
from this morriage, they will inherit from 
their patrimony and from half of the com- — 
munity property of the said marriage and 
belonging to Mr. D'Argaray, It is well 
understood that the said Gilette Gautier 
will take for her dowry from the said goods 
and property, 800 francs of income for life 
and that she leave the use of all the said 
goods and property on condition, neverthe- 
less, that she will be obliged asa good 
mother fo raise and establish the said 
children according to their state; fourthly, 
the said Gilette Gautier declares that in 
case she is taken by death before the said 
Mr, D'Argaray, she wishes and intends, 
that the said D'Argaray divide between the 
children, Joseph and Therese Felot, half of 
the community property that is belonging to 
her earned during the said marriage , and 
that the said Joseph and Therese Felot can~ 
not claim but heir part in the sqid community 
property with the children issuing from the 
said second marriage. All of these matri- 
monial agreements that the said parties have 
freely stipulated, without being forced by 
anything but the law, are so stated in presence 
of Mr. Chauvin de la Freniere, Chauvin de 
Beau Lieu, de Kernion and Duplesis, who have 
signed the present act with me and the said 
contracting parties, on the day and year as 
above. 


/s/ Father Raphael, Cap. Priest 
Louisiana State Museum Records 
January 29, 1720 


Besides the two step~children which he had, 


Pierre had three children by Gilette Gautier: Michel, 
Pierre and Francoise Gabrielle. 


and Gilette Gautier, of Rennes, widow of the 
deceased Mr. Felot, employed also at the same 
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1) a cypress armoire with two doors closing 
by key of a value estimated in the sum of 
10 pounds. 

2) one old bed frame, on which was an old 
statue of a seated sailor with two ears,and 
a robe, all estimated in the sum of 40 
pounds. 


We left all the effects belonging to 
Madame Dargarey with her, as stated before, 
since she is the widow of Mr. Dargarey. 

We have signed. 
/s/ Fleuriau 
/s/ Bizoton 

{s/ Henri 


Continuing the inventory, we have 
found the effects that follow, belonging to 
the King, as a defendant of the prison, to- 
wif: 


/s/ Gilette Gautier 
ee 


1) twenty pairs of prison (uniforms), one pair 
at Mr. Morisset's 

2) one large red copper boiler of about 20 
gallons 

3) one pair of pistols, one signal light 

4) one iron seal and some old things, be- 
longing to the prison, which have been 
remitted to John Baptist Bessoi, as the 
justice who has promised to represent the 
King when by justice it will be requested 
of him to do so, 

/s/ Bessoi, Bizoton, Fleureau, Henri. 


It was to Michel Dargaret, son of Pierre and Gil~ 
ette Gautier, that Martha would wed, sometime in the 
early 1750's. (No marriage records exist for this period) 
in the Archives of the NegpOrleans St. Louis Cathedral, 
but it is presumed that since both families, PAQUET and 
Dargaray, were so faithful in registering the births and 
baptisms of their children, the marriage record of Michel 
and Martha was probably in one of the few registers 
destroyed in the destructive fire of 1788, which destroy- 
ed the greater part of the French Quarter. {t was strictly 
the valor and foresight of Father Antonio de Sedella 
(Pere Antoine) that we have so many of the early 
Louisiana religious records. 


The marriage of Michel and Martha was biessed 
with six known children: Nicolas, Jean Baptiste, Michel, 
Marie, Pierre and Martha. — ars 


This year of seventeen hundred and fifty~ 
two and the thirteenth of July, |, the undersigned 
Apostolic Capuchin Missionary Priest baptized 
NICOLAS born the day before of the legitimate 
“marriage of MICHEL DARGARE and of MARTHE 
PAQUIER, The godfather being NICOLAS 
MAGNY , and the godmother GILLETTE GAU- 
TIER, who have signed with me at New Orleans, 
the day and year as given. 


A Lady Undaunted 


/s/ Jean Francois, 
Cap. Miss. 
Book of Baptisms Il (1744-1753), p. 259 


St. Louis Cathedral 


In this year of seventeen hundred and fifty~ 
four and the twenty-fourth of July, I, the 
Apostolic Capuchin Missionary Priest and Cure 
of the Parish of St. Charles, Province of Louisi~ 
ana, baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of 
the Church JEAN BAPTISTE born on the eleventh 
of July of this same year of MICHEL GARGARE 
and of MARTHE PAQUET, his father and mother. 
The godfather being JEAN BAPTISTE GUERIN 
and the godmother CHARLOTTE LABE PAQUET, 
and in evidence they have signed with me the 
day and year as given. 


/s/ F. Prosper, Cure 


Archdioces of New Orleans Archives 
(Register of St. Charles Borromeo Church, 
Destrehan, La, 

Register of 1739-1755.) 

On September 7, 1756, 1, the undersigned, 
have baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of 
the Church, MICHEL, born ‘on August 26, 1756, 
of the legitimate marriage of MICHEL DARGARET 
and MARTHA PAQUIER. The godparents are 
Michel Paquier and Catherine Bauderot. In faith 
of which | have signed the day and year as above. 


/s/ Father [renee, 
Capuchin 
St. Louis Cathedral 
Baptism Book III, p. 62 


On December 20, 1758, 1, a Capuchin 
apostolic missfonary priest, have baptized with 
the ordinary ceremonies of the Church, MARIE 
ANNE, born this same day of the legitimate 
marriage of MICHEL GARGARET and MARTHA 
PAQUET, the father and mother. The god- 
parents are Simon Berlinger and Marie Barbe 
seooeee, Wife of Mr. Simon, who declared that 
they could not write to sign but have made their 
ordinary marks, In faith of which I have signed 
the day and year as above. 


/s/ Father Prosper 


St. Louis Cathedral 
Baptism Book Ill, p. 104 


On May 19, 1762, 1, the undersigned, have 
baptized with the ordinary ceremonies of the : 
Church, PIERRE, legitimate child of MICHEL 
DARGARE and MARTHE PAQUE. The godparents 
are Pierre Baure and Marie Therese Marette. In 
faith of which | have signed the day and year as 
above . : 

/s/ Father Valentin, 
Capuchin 
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St. Louis Cathedral 
Baptism Book IV, p. 102 


(No baptismal record for MARTHA GARGARE 
is available. The following is an excerpt from her 
marriage to Louis Fayard. Note: his parents are as 
given in the document but should read Jean Faillard 
and Francois Fisseau and Martha's mother is Martha 
Paquet.) ". . . with no canonical impediments, 
give each other by mutual consent, that is, Louis 
Fayard, native of Deer Island, legitimate son of 
Pedro Fayard and Francisca Brousseau, his parents, 
and Martha Gargare, legitimate daughter of Miguel 
Gargare and Martha Ocqui, her parents. . . (St. 
Louis Cathedral, Marriage Book 1, p. 106, Act 203.) 


Michel and Martha seem to have moved about during 


also gave the Procurator the power of 
attorney to extend, to convey, to engage 
and to affirm all inheritances which will 

be made to her in the succession, all things 
being to her convenience, so that she may 
receive the returns from all things sold, He 
will obtain and sign all pertinent papers to 
that effect approved by the widow. Al! of 
the foregoing would be done by the Pro- 
curator before witness& so that al] may 
see that what is done is acceptable or un- 
acceptable, This is to be done in New 
Orleans on March 17, 1767. 


Before me, in presence of Mr. Lunel 
and Francois Goudeau, witnesses, required 
and living in New Orleans, they have 


their married life from Cat Island to New Orleans to Destre~ 
han to St, Bernard over a fifteen~to-seventeen~year period. 
A document which brings to light much of the foregoing, re~ 
' counts the process which Martha initiates to claim herself as 
ae heir to her father's estate on March 17, 1767. The document 
follows in translation from the French as found in the minutes 
of the Superior Council of Louisiana under the same date. 
Martha's signature at the end of the document attests to her 
literacy. Note that she is now widowed. (Louisiana State 
Museum Records.) 


signed the present paper before the Notary, 
Pierre Richoux, who is here and who has 
accepted the power of attorney granted by 
the Widow to do all things possible to 
execute her wishes to her satisfaction. All 
signed with me, the undersigned Notary. 


/s/ Lunel, Goudeau, Gario 


/s/ Pierre Richoux, Notary 
/s/ Marthe Gargare , Widow 


owt tie 


Marthe PAQUET, widow of the deceased 
Miche! Dargaray, wos presented to the Notary of 
the Province of Louisiana living in New Orleans. 
Madame Paquet had lived on Cat Island but 
presently lives in New Orleans and wishes to claim 
that she is the heir to the estate of her dead father, 
Sieur Pierre PAQUET, who was living in Port au 
Prince, Island of Santo Domingo, where he died. 
Through Mr, Pierre Richoux, Procurator General, 
resident in New Orleans, to whom Madame 
PACQUET gave the power of attorney to act in her 
behalf regarding the succession of Sieur PAQUET, 
she presented herself as the heir to all of her 
father's goods, if there remain any. If any do re~ 
main, he, Mr. Richoux, is to proceed by just 
means, to make known those things to be taken for 
the widow, including goods of worth that the 
Notary will judge proper to accept or refuse in the 
succession, It is to be understood that she will pay 
all bills outstanding against the estate, and what- 
ever remains will be hers. 


If the judges agree with the foregoing, every- 
thing would be executed as requested above: the 
furniture would be sold and outstanding debts paid, 
all money loaned would be-collected. The Procura~ 
tor would have the power fo transfer, to compromise , 
to accept, to refuse, to rent, to decide, to plead, 
to call, to oppose regarding anything in the succes~ 
sion, He may even revoke or substitute other people 
of his choice, if matters warrant. Madame PAQUET 
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Some who have seen the original of the above 
document and some who have seen only the WPA com- 
piled indexes to these documents have been led to 
think that the name she signs is "Qarque". However, 
she signs "Martha Gargare." The more common 
spelling (actually a change of name) is Gargaret or 
Gargare , 


It is not known just when this couple took up 
residence on Cat Island. But since her father owned 
part of the island and her sister, Marianne, was 
already living there with her husband, Nicolas 


Ladper, it probably was during the late 1750's and 


early 1760's. The document above states that she "nor 
(in 1767) lives in New Orleans." 


The foregoing document says nothing about 
anyone else inheriting Pierre PAQUET'S property. 
lt is certain that Martha's sister, Marianne, lived 
at least until 1809, when she is mentioned in the Pin- 
tado Papers as living on Biloxi Bay.” Joseph, her son, 
lived in Biloxi, Jean Baptiste, another son, was livin 
on the Bay of Biloxi. 


It would seem that the reference to Martha 
being assigned a tutor carries an implication that her 
mother is deceased. There is also the question as to 
who reared Marfanne. In any event, the inheritance 
had at least two known heirs to contend with, and it 
is interesting to note that Martha takes the initiative 
to get what is rightfully hers, in the partial 


Zsa 
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translation and itemizing of the contents of the Superior 
Council Records during the 1930's, the translator en=- 
titled the paper and listed Martha as "co-heir" in the 
succession of her father. French law would have 
protected all heirs. 


The same document says that Martha is the 
"widow of the deceased Michel Dargaray." No record 
has been found to indicate exactly when or where 
Michel died. It is presumed that he died between 1761 
and 1767. Pierre, a son, was born on May 19, 1762. 
The birthdate of Martha, a daughter, is not known, and 
she could have been born after Pierre's birth, so that the 
possible date of Michel 's death cannot be made more 
precise . 


Martha, then, was left with six children, the 
oldest of whom was Nicolas, of those whose birthdates 
are known. He was born July 16, 1752 (Baptism Book II, 
p. 259, St. Louis Cathedral Archives). It is hard to 
imagine how Martha managed such a large family. Per- 
haps, too, it is why she was so anxious to get part of 
her father's estate. The year 1767 does not strike one 
as being a good period in which to rear six children 
without the assistance of a husband. Perhaps no year 
is good to do so. But that is what she did until her 
marriage to Jacob Henkel (Hingle) of the German 
Coast on May 4, 1769. 


On May 4, 1769, after having publish- 
ed the three banns of marriage, the first on 
the 1éth, the second on the 23rd and the 
third on April 30 last, the third, fourth and 
fifth Sundays after Easter, between Jacob 
Hankel, native of Westerheim, Germany, 
son of the deceased parents Christian Hankel 
and Appoline Shaltre, his father and mother 
on one part, and Martha Paquier, native of 
Mobile, widow of Michael Gargaret, both 
living on this coast, and not having found 
any impediment to the said marriage, 1, the 
undersigned, Capuchin Cure of Pointe 
Coupee, have received their mutual consent 
and joined them in marriage in presence of 
witnesses who signed with me on the day and 
year as above. 


/s/ Jacob Hainkel, Marthe Paquier 
Emond fils, Pierre Guillot and 
Sicard Miauleve 


/s/ Father Jrenee 


Baton Rouge Diocesan Archives 
May 4, 1769 


A marriage under such conditions would seem to 
be for Martha a marriage of convenience, but it was 
more than a convenient agreement. Three children are 
known to have blessed this unton: Jacques, Francoise 


and Theresa. 
— 
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On December 10, 1769, | have baptized 
with the ordinary ceremonies of the Church, 
Jacques, born on November 1, of the legitimate 
marriage of Jacques Henkel and Marte Paquier, 
his father and mother. Godparents are Pierre 
Guillot and Francoise Bouchard. In faith of 
which {| have signed. 


/s/ Father Irenee , Capuchin 


Baton Rouge Diocesan Archives 


On March 30, 1772, 1, a Capuchin Mis~ 
sfonary Apostolic Priest and Vicar of New 
Orleans, have baptized Francoise, born of the 
legitimate marriage of Jacques Hingle and 
Martha Pacquet. Godparents are Louis Marette 
and Francoise Marette, {n faith of which | 
have signed. 


/s/ Father Ferdinand 


St, Louis Cathedral 
Baptism Book VII, p. 5 
March 30, 1772 


On November 23, 1776, in the parrochial (sic) 
church of St. Louis in the City of New Orleans, 
the undersigned Capuchin apostolic missionary , 
Chaplain of the Louisiana Battalion, supplied the 
ceremonies and administered the sacrament of 
Baptism and gave the Holy Oils to a girl, born on 
February 28, 1774 (who was baptized of necessity 
by Estevan Nanta), the legitimate daughter of 
Jayme Hengle and Martha PAQUE, her legitimate 
mother, and gave her the name Theresa. For god- 
parents she had Raymundo LaTour and Theresa 
Daran both of the same parish. In faith of which 
I sign on the same day, month and year as given 
above, 


/s/ Father Francisco de Caldes 


St. Louis Cathedral 
Baptism Book VII, p. 66 
November 23, 1776 


Further references to Martha are limited to her 
presence at the marriage of her daughter Marie to Jean 
Ryan, It would seem that she must have been at the 
marriage of another daughter, Martha, to Louis Fayard. 
These two marriage records are given in their entirety 7 
below translated from the Spanish and French, respective- 
ly. (It must be noted there that Louis Fayard's parents 
are not listed correctly. They should be Jean Faillard 
and Francoise Fisseau.) These two families alone account 
for tens of thousands of descendants, 


On June 1, 1781, after presenting themselves 
to the judge vicar of the province of New 
Orleans and pastor of the Parish of St. Louis, 
Luis Fayard and Martha Gargare by matrimonial 
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contract and the publication of the three banns 
on the appointed days, according to the pre- 
scriptions of the Council of Trent and with no 
canonical impediments, give each other by 
mutual consent; that is, Luis Fayard, native of 
Deer Island, legitimate son of Pedro Fayard and 
Francisca Brousseau, his parents, and Martha 
Gargare, legitimate daughter of Miguel Gargare 
and Martha ‘Ocqui, her parents, give their 
mutual consent in spoken words to this true and 
legitimate marriage, in presence of the witnesses, 
Carlos Ladnier, Daniel Santo, Santiago Dupre, 
Juan Bautista Olivier, on the 15th day of the 
same month and year above sign their signatures. 


/s/ Father Cyrillo de Barcelona 


St. Louis Cathedral 
Marriage Book 1, p. 106, Act 203 
June 1, 1781 


On August 11, 1786, [, the undersigned, 
have administered the nuptial blessing to Jean 
Ryan, son of the deceased Daniel Ryan and 
Marguerite Botler (Botter) originally from the 
City of Savannah, capital of Georgia in 
America, and living in this parish, on one part, 
and of Marie Gargare, minor daughter of the 
deceased Michel Gargare and of Martha Pasque 
his wife, present and consenting to the said 
marriage. The aforesaid Marie Gargare, 
originally of New Orleans, Capital of Louisiana, 
and living in this parish of Mobile, is of this 
dependent province of Spain, The said mar~ 
riage has been administered by me, the under- 
signed , according to the rites and formalities 
of our Holy Mother the Church, Catholic, 
Apostolic and Roman. Nothing to my knowledge 
is before me as an impediment to the aforesaid, 
The three banns of marriage have been seen as 
useless, We are witnesses to the marriage, to 
the age and to the liberty of parties, because 
of the attachment of the wife ta the Catholic 
religion. Joseph Bossage, Coronat Selhos, 
Joseph Colon ENEERE Boyer and“others who 
signed. ° 

/s/P?. J. Rau, Priest and Curate 


/s/ Joseph Bousage 
Conrad Selhoffs, J. Colomb, 
Etienne Boyer, J. Arnot 


Mobile Diocesan Records 
August 11, 1786 x 

There is a listing of a Madame Gargaret in the 
Spanish Censuses of January 1, 1787, and March 1, 1789, 
Her age is given as 56 in the former and advanced two 
years for the latter 8 As seen earlier, Martha was born 
May 4, 1735, so it would appear that this could be Martha 
PAQUET. 
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(Since the foregoing account was written, 
several new documents have surfaced, They give 
further information on Martha and her grandfather 
Jean Baptiste Baudrau Graveline .) 

— 


Martha's name appears on the marriage 
record of her daughter, Therese, in the marriages 
of the Opelousas Post, under the date of Febru~ 
ary 16, 1793, Therese is married to Francois 
Fonteneau of this Post on February 12th and is 
recorded as the minor daughier of the deceased 
Jacob Aigle (Hingle} and Marton (Martha) 
PAQUET. Since Jacob Hingle is deceased at 
this time and Martha is "not present at the mar= 
riage ," the guardian of Therese, Pierre Manuel, 
is one of her witnesses and signs the record, 


Martha appears in further documents which 
allow us slight glimpses of her in action as late as 


1814, after which she can no longer be found. Jacol 
1779 
In two records which appear in the Nation- if AG! 
al Archives Martha is involved first ina sale of "49° 
land and, second, in a deposition regarding the 
estate of Jean Baptiste Baudrau Graveline .!0 
years 


This 12 May in the year 1804, Before gives 
me, James White, Syndic of the District Justi 
of Pascagoula, appeared in person Martha the F 

, the widow of Jacob Begue Gray 
(Hingle), and Peter Jacob Bengue (Hingle), 
her son, inhabitants of said place, who 
have declared to me that of their own 
accord, good will and consent, they sell 

“to Mr. John Baptist Nicollet, an inhabi- 
tant residing in the District herein named, 
a tract of land situated in the Bayou Rieux 
of ten arpents front by the usual depth, 
adjoining above the land of John Baptist 
Beaudreaux and below, vacant lands, 
which said tract is sold to him as a property 
to them belonging by a donation made by 
the deceased Catherine Beaudreaux about 
iwenty-five years agoy and which appears 
to be true according to the declaration of 
John Baptist Boudereaux, who appeared 
before me. For twenty-five years they 
have inhabited, built upon it and culti- 
vated it till this very moment, and which 
is sold to the said John Baptist Nicolett, 
purchaser , for a sum of fwo hundred twenty: 4rcl 


five dollars in ready money, which they evel 
received in my presence. Whereby the deci 
said purchaser may enjoy if now and forever ‘Mar 
without fear of any trouble or alienation = Ye0! 


whatever, guaranteeing to him the present 

sale as a good and lawful one. And, asa 

greater security, the sellers bind their Bevel 
property, present and fo come and give 
power fo the Justices for the fulfillment 
thereof in the general form that fs ordered, 
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Made and executed in our presence and witnesses 
of assistance, who have signed, except Peter Bourgig- 
non, Peter Buffet, Widow of Jacob Bengue (Hingle) and 
her son, who have declared to know not how to write, 
who have made their usual marks, and 1, the Syndic, 
have signed at Pascagoula the day and year herein 
named, 


Ordinary mark + of Peter Buffet 

Joseph Belat 

Charles Chiapella 

Ordinary mark + of Widow of Jacob Bingue (Hingle) 

Ordinary mark + of John Bingue (Hingle), son of - 
said Jacob Bingue (Hingle) 

Ordinary mark + of Bourguignon 


Copy of the Original: 
James White 


It can be seen in the foregoing deed that Martha and 
Jacob Hingle had moved to the Ocean Springs area by 
1779, twenty-five years before the property is sold. Most, 
if not all, of her children from the first and second mar- 
riages, eventually settled on the Mississippi Coast. 


The second document recounts an incident of ten 
years later when Martha, “Widow of Jacob Bingle, " 
gives a deposition to Valentine Delmas, a Pascagoula 
Justice of the Peace, who was given the task of amassing 
the papers ras to the estate of Jean Baptiste Baudray._. 


Graveline, 


Before me, Valentine Delmas, Justice of 
the Peace at Pascagoula and commissioned by 
Mr. Wm, Crawford, land commissioner, there 
appeared the Widow Jacob Beingle, who certi- 
fied in my presence that the land called Belle 
Fontaine, has never been established by any 
other person but the ancestors of Mr. Jno. Bie. 
Beaudrau and his family for about seventy years, 
! have heard that another tract situated on this 
River Pascagoula, called French Mill, did belong 
to the ancestors of said Sr, Baptiste Baudreaux. 
In faith whereof the deponent not knowing how 
to sign her name, has made her ordinary mark. 


Pascagoula, July 2, 1814 


Widow Jacob Being + ordinary mark 
V. Delmas, Justice of the Peace 


Crpbm iss of both documents from the National | 
Archives in Washington are held by the author, How- 
ever, the exact numbers or identifications of the / 
documents are not known, (Incidentally, her sister 
Marianne also gave a deposition on July 19 of the same 


year ,) 


Martha, then, lived on unti] 1814 and possibly 
even longer, Just when and where she died are not 
known, But given the times in which she lived, the 
difficulties she must have had rearing her children and 
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the several times that she moved residence, it is 
no wonder that this woman had to exhibit indus- 
triousness , strength of will, dynamism and 
determination to find success for herself and her 
family and, finally, to leave such a great heritage 
of descendants throughout the Gulf Coast, 
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BOOK REVIEW: Louisiana Descendants of Simon : 
Aycock, 4783-1981, The book has 397 pages 4 
hardback, and the price is $26.00 (this price in- 
cludes shipment costs) and can be ordered from 
ALBERT L, AYCOCK, 1721 Bonita Lane, Carlsbad, 
California, 92008; published by Hebert Publi~ 


cations, Eunice, La, 


This is an interesting compilation tracing the de- 
scendants of Simon Aycock and how the author was 
able to trace his ancestors over a period of 173 
years . 


While the author was in the service at Camp Pickett, 
in 1942, a gentleman by the name of Aycock, 

asked him two questions, "Are you a North Carolina 
Aycock? Are you related to the former Governor 
Aycock of North Carolina?, to which the author 
(continued on page 392) 
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FRELLSEN 

M’liss Paquette Frellsen, 94, F 
long-time resident of Pascagoula * 
and a native of New Orleans, * 
died at her home in Dallas, 
Texas, Oct. 31, 1985_ She was # 
widow of Rudolph Matas. : 
Frellsen of New Orleans and ° 
Pascagoula. 

She was the daughter of John . 
Joseph Paquette, a native of 
New York state, and Melissa 
Annette Robinson, a native of © 
Florida, who were married in 
New Orleans in 1874. In the days 
before electricity, her father | 
invented, manufacturered and 
marketed internationally the" 
Sunlight Gas Machine. { 

She was graduated from Miss 
Sophie Wright’s School for Girls - 


in New Orleans in 1909. Her . 
parents maintained a summer : 
home in Pascagoula, where they -: 


also owned the Anderson Park . 
“property on ‘the beach. M’liss~ 
Frellsen was married in New 
Orleans in June, 1914, and moved 
to Pascagoula in 1920. Since the 
death of her husband in 1970, she 
had made her home with her. 
daughter and son-in-law in 
Dallas. : 


-Louise Paquette McCumber, all ° 
. of Little Rock, Ark.; nephew 


’Hermina Paquette Hines of | 


During her 50-year residency *: re 
in PaScagoula, she was active in "3 
civic, school, club, church and *: 
social affairs. "She was a. 
member and secretary of the ¢ 
Pascagoula School Board, 
soprano soloist at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, president of «3 
various PTAs, Worthy Matron of .” 
Eastern Star, active in Red 
Cross and other civic activities. > 

She is survived by her j 
daughter and son-in-law, , 
Annette and Winford E. Griffis -j 
of Dallas; niece, Janet Dean a 


‘Weeks of Pascagoula; nephew, 


John J. Paquette, and nieces : 
Henrietta Paquette Crone,“ 
M’liss Paquette Sudduth and 


William P. Paquette of Ashville, if 
N.C., and nieces Verna Paquette 
Peterson of Richmond, Va., and 


Miramar, Fla. i 

Services will be at 11:30 a.m. + 
Saturday, Nov. 2, at Restland |: 
Memorial Funeral Home in “4 
Dallas. Graveside services and 
interment will be at 1:30 p.m.”*? 
Monday, Nov. 4, at Roselawn ° 
Memorial Park, Little Rock, '~ 
Ark., under the direction of Re- - 
stland Funeral Home. 
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